Name __________________________________ Period _______

Plot:  Freytag’s Pyramid

Gustav Freytag was a Nineteenth Century German novelist who saw common patterns in the plots of stories and novels and developed a diagram to analyze them. He diagrammed a story's plot using a pyramid like the one shown.




Freytag's Pyramid: The Breakdown

1. Exposition: setting the scene. The writer introduces the characters and setting, providing description and background. 

2. Inciting Incident: something happens to begin the action. A single event usually signals the beginning of the main conflict. The inciting incident is sometimes called 'the complication'.

3. Rising Action: the story builds and gets more exciting.

4. Climax: the moment of greatest tension in a story. This is often the most exciting event. It is the event that the rising action builds up to and that the falling action follows.

5. Falling Action: events happen as a result of the climax and we know that the story will soon end.

6. Resolution: the character solves the main problem/conflict or someone solves it for him or her.

7. Dénouement: (a French term, pronounced: day-noo-moh) the ending. At this point, any remaining secrets, questions or mysteries which remain after the resolution are solved by the characters or explained by the author. Sometimes the author leaves us to think about the THEME or future possibilities for the characters. You can think of the dénouement as the opposite of the exposition: instead of getting ready to tell us the story by introducing the setting and characters, the author is getting ready to end it with a final explanation of what actually happened and how the characters think or feel about it. This can be the most difficult part of the plot to identify, as it is often very closely tied to the resolution.
Name __________________________________ Period _______
Freytag’s Pyramid Lesson

From Theory to Practice
As Carol Jago explains, “It’s easy to ‘teach’ literary terminology and devise quizzes on the terms, but to make the language of literature useful to readers, students need to practice using academic vocabulary in ways that deepen their understanding of how stories work” (51). Jago proposes using Freytag’s Pyramid to present and explore plot because the graphic organizer “allows readers to visualize key features of stories” (51). This lesson, which is adapted from Jago’s “Stop Pretending and Think about Plot,” asks students to practice using the literary term “in familiar contexts” (51). Through this process, students gain a deeper comprehension of the literary element’s meaning and the ways that it contributes to a writer’s craft. 

Further Reading
Jago, Carol. “Stop Pretending and Think about Plot.” Voices from the Middle 11.4 (May 2004): 50-51.
The Lesson
For homework, I want you to watch one of your favorite television shows. That’s right, for homework you’re to watch TV! But there’s a catch (there always is)…you must also chart the key events that create the plot of the show. 

Step 1
Answer the following questions (you may wish to do this as you watch the show):
1.) What did the author need to explain to viewers in the exposition section? What background information was given for this show? 

2.) What inciting event causes the action to begin to “rise”? 

3.) Where does the story peak? Is there a clear climax? 

4.) Which events lead up to the conclusion? 

5.) How is the story resolved? 
Step 2
Fill in the Plot Diagram Worksheet attached.

Step 3
Be prepared to defend your findings in open discussion groups.
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